OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Stephen C. Padilla

June 13, 2005

Chairman ]ohn Minan and Members of the Board

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region
0174 Slzyparle Court

San Diego, CA 92123-4340

RE:  Support for protective cleanup standards for sediment remediation in San Diego Bay.
Dear Chairman and Regional Board Members:

- San Diego Bay is an important economic and environmental resource for the San Diego region
and especially for Chula Vista. It also provides for critical habitat for hundreds of species and, for
many families, a source of food on the table.

The Regional Boatd will soon make a decision that may well determine how clean the Bay will
ever be. Sediments play a signiﬁcan’c role in the health of the marine ecosystem in the Bay By
providing the habitat for aquatic life that lie at the base of the food chain upon which all others
(lepen(l. The sediment in San Diego Bay are contaminated with levels of chemicals that threaten
the health of the ecosystem and people who frequently eat fish from the Bay. Until these

chemicals are removed, the Bay will never recover.

In a recent survey of 109 pier fishers in San Diego Bay conducted by Environmental Health
Coalition 96% were from the Latino or Filipino communities and 83% lived in Bazrio Logan,
National City, and west Chula Vista. The survey results Clearly demonstrate that a signi{-ican’c
group of residents fish from the Bay, many lc_requen‘cly and who use the Bay as a source of food for
their families. For example, of all the fisher surveyecl 61% eat the fish ’chey catch. Ninety-eigllt
percent of Fﬂipinos reported {-ishing Weelely and 55% {‘ishing every clay.

While this community suxrvey demonstrated that people are consuming fish from the Lay, at least
five other scientific health risk studies found that there are signi{-ican‘c human health risks
associated with {-requent consumption of fish or of certain species of fish. This is a critical
environmental justice issue for the South Bay community residents who are most impac‘ced.

276 Fourth Avenue * Chula Vista « California 91910 + (619) 691-5044 * Fax (619) 476-5379
spadilla@ci.chula-vista.ca.us
& Post-Consumer Recycled Paper

UBHJIN IS P12 iy



Chairman ]oim Minan and Members of the Board
June 13, 2005
Page 2

[am especialiy coricerne(i about the impacts to children’s health as ‘ci:ey are more at-risk from
exposure to toxic chemicals. PCBs and mercury, both found in the sediments and the fish, are
known to cause serious health and iearning disabilities in children at low levels.

The protection of wildlife is also very important to residents of Chula Vista, as we have invested
ileavﬂy in the creation of the Sweetwater anti San Diedo Bay National Wildlife Rei-uges ag

environmental and economic assets. These are tremendous assets to our community and their

health is (iirectiy related to the health of the Bay.

The Regional Water Qua]ity Control Board will be estai)iisin'ng sediment cleanup levels for the
Cleanup and Abatement Order for sediments in the leaseholds of the National Steel and
Shipbuilding Company and Southwest Marine Silipyar(i. I si:rongiy urge you to ensure that
cieanup levels adopte(i are protective of the most sensitive users of San Diego Bay—tiie children

our South Bay.
oY/

Stephen C. Padilla
Mayor

Sidce ly
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